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BIRD WATCHING TOUR

17 NIGHTS 18 DAYS TOUR PROGRAMME - SRI LANKA

Destination : Sri Lanka
Nights : 17 Nights / 18 Days
Negombo : 01 Night
Wilpattu : 02 Nights
Sigiriya : 02 Nights
Kandy : 01 Night
Nuwaraeliya : 01 Night
Belihuloya : 02 Nights
Yala : 02 Nights
Sinharaja : 02 Nights
Mirissa : 03 Nights

Colombo : 01 Night
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Day 01: Airport - Muthurajawela- Negombo (26 kms/ 45 minutes)

On arrival to Bandaranayake International Airport, Guests will be garlanded and welcomed
by our representative, then transfer to Muthurajawela.

e Bird Watching at Muthurajawela Lagoon

Bird watching at Muthurajawela Wetland, near Negombo, offers a rich, 3-4 hour morning
boat safari through mangrove forests, home to over 102 bird species, including kingfishers,
herons, and eagles. Best visited December-April, the "Swamp of Royal Treasure" features
guided boat tours to spot endemic birds. Early morning (around 6:30 AM - 7:00 AM) is
recommended for better bird activity and to avoid the heat.

The lagoon has extensive mangrove swamps and attracts a wide variety of water

birds including cormorants, herons, egrets, gulls, terns and other shorebirds. You would be
able to see birds such as Cormorants, Ducks, Egrets, Herons, Storks, Eagles, Terns,
Swallows, Swifts, Kingfishers and other resident birds.
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Check in to a Hotel in Negombo.
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Dinner & Overnight stay at a Hotel in Negombo.

Day 02: Negombo - Wilpattu (175kms/ 3h 35 min Drive)

After Breakfast, drive to Willpattu.

¢ Evening Jeep Safari at Wilpattu National Park

(no restaurants /shops inside the park and you have to keep all necessary items
with you before enter the park 6 am till 5,30 pm) toilets /wash rooms available
inside the park)

What is willpatu National park:
Wilpattu National Park spans across the Puttalam and Anuradhapura districts and borders

the Mannar and Vavuniya Districts. The area is one of the most important elephant habitats
in the country and is also a great place to observe the elusive Sri Lankan leopard and the
sloth bear.

This park has a denser forest cover unlike many other National Parks in Sri Lanka. WNPs
landscape comprises of dry zone forests and thorny scrub interspersed with extensive
open plains, sand dunes and the unique Villu wetlands. Bare reddish cliffs rising abruptly
from narrow beaches of the Portugal Bay and Dutch Bay are another striking feature of its
landscape.

Bird watching in Wilpattu National Park is a premier Sri Lankan experience, featuring over
200 species—including 11 endemics and 54 migrants—thriving around its

unique villus (natural lakes) and forests. Key species include the Painted Stork, Brown
Fish Owl, and Sri Lanka Junglefowl, with best viewing during the dry season (February-
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Check in to the Hotel in Wilpattu.
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Dinner & Overnight stay at the Hotel in Wilpattu.

Day 03: Wilpattu National park:
Full Day Jeep safari at Wilpattu National park

Bird watching in Wilpattu is a rewarding activity due to the park's impressive diversity of
bird species. Approximately 200 bird species can be found here, including residents,
migratory birds, and several endemic species. The varied ecosystems within the park,

10
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ranging from dense forests and open grasslands to scrublands and coastal belts, support
this rich birdlife, making it a prime location for ornithologists and birding enthusiasts alike.
Wetland bird species found in the Wilpattu National Park include the Garganey, Pin tail,
Whistling Teal, Spoonbill, White Ibis, Large White Egret, Cattle Egret and Purple Heron.
Also, many species of Gulls, Terns, Owls, Kites and Eagles are also lives here. The endemic
Sri Lanka Jungle fowl], Little Cormorant and the Painted Stork can also Can be seen.

11



mailto:anura@amcholidays.com

AMC Holidays (PVT) Ltd.

A/\/\C No.370/1, Shramadana Lane, Arrawwala,
holidays Pannipitiya, Sri Lanka. Tel: +94(0) 112279633,

+94(0) 774401486

E-mail - anura@amcholidays.com

Dinner & Overnight stay at the same Hotel in Wilpattu.

Day 04: Wilpattu -Sigiriya (101 kms/02 HRS 10 minutes’ Drive)

After Breakfast / Drive to Sigiriya.
e Climb Sigiriya (Sigiriya Rock Fortress)

Sigiriya is in the central Matale District of the Central
Province, Sri Lanka in an area dominated by a
massive column of rock nearly 200 meters high.
According to the ancient Sri Lankan chronicle the
Culavamsa the site was selected by King Kasyapa §#
(477 - 495 AD) for his new capital. He built his palace

12
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on the top of this rock and decorated its sides with colorful frescoes. On a small plateau
about halfway up the side of this rock he built a gateway in the form of an enormous lion.
The name of this place is derived from this structure —Sihagiri, the Lion Rock. The capital
and the royal palace were abandoned after the king's death. It was used as a Buddhist
monastery until the 14th century.

Sigiriya today is a UNESCO listed World Heritage
Site. It is one of the best-preserved examples of
ancient urban planning. It is the most visited
historic site in Sri Lanka. King Kashyapa had
reverted his fortress to an ecological wonder by
having Royal Pleasure Gardens, Water Gardens,
Fountain Gardens and Boulder Gardens made
inside the inner city as well as at the palace
premises on the Rock summit.

¢ Birding around Sigiriya

Bird watching in Sigiriya, a UNESCO World Heritage site, offers access to over 150 species,
including 21 endemic birds, within a lush 5,000-hectare forest reserve surrounding the
ancient rock fortress. Prime spotting times are 6:00 AM - 10:00 AM, with highlights
including the Sri Lanka Junglefowl, Shaheen Falcon, Indian Pitta, and various kingfishers
near water tanks.

13
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Dinner & Overnight stay at a Hotel in Sigiriya.

Day 05: Sigiriya - Minneriya- Sigiriya (32 kms/50 minutes’ Drive)
After Breakfast, drive to Minneriya.

¢ Jeep safari at Minneriya National park

Minneriya National Park is a premier bird-watching destination in Sri Lanka, hosting 160
species, including endemics and migratory birds, centered around the 3rd-century
Minneriya tank. Key species include the Lesser Adjutant, Painted Stork, Spot-billed Pelican,
and endemics like the Sri Lanka Junglefowl and Hanging Parrot.
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Dinner & Overnight stay at the same hotel in Sigiriya.

Day 06: Sigiriya - Kandy (90kms/ 2h Drive)
After Breakfast drive to Kandy.

¢ Bird Watching at Udawattakele rainforest

Bird watching at Udawattakele Sanctuary (or Udawatta Kele) in Kandy offers a rewarding,
accessible forest experience featuring over 80 bird species, including endemics like the
Yellow-fronted Barbet and Layard’s Parakeet. This 104-hectare historic forest ridge is best
explored early morning (7 a.m. to 11 a.m.) for maximum activity, often producing sightings
of raptors, kingfishers, and hanging parrots.
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e Evening Visit Temple of the tooth relic

Sri Dalada Maligawa or the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic is a Buddhist temple in the
city of Kandy, Sri Lanka. It is located in the royal palace complex of the former Kingdom of
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Kandy, which houses the relic of the tooth of the Buddha. Since ancient times, the relic has
played an important role in local politics because it is believed that whoever holds the relic
holds the governance of the country. Kandy was the last capital of the Sri Lankan kings and
is a World Heritage Site mainly due to the temple.

Dinner & Overnight stay at a Hotel in Kandy.

Day 07: Kandy -Nuwaraeliya (75 km/ 2 HRS 30 minutes’ Drive)

After Breakfast,

21
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e Train Ride (Kandy-Nanuoya)

The train ride from Kandy to Nanu Oya is a renowned, scenic section of the Main Line in Sri
Lanka, often cited as part of one of the world's most beautiful train journeys. This route
traverses the heart of the country's hill and tea country, offering views of tea plantations,
mountains, and waterfalls.

Then Checking to the hotel in Nuwaraeliya.

e Birding Tour

Nuwara Eliya is a premier birding destination in Sri Lanka's central highlands, offering
unique montane species in cool, high-altitude habitats. Top spots include Galway’s Land
National Park, Victoria Park, and Horton Plains, where you can spot endemics like the
Ceylon Whistling Thrush and Yellow-eared Bulbul, particularly between December and
March.
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Dinner & Overnight stay at a hotel in Nuwaraeliya.

Day 08: Nuwaraeliya - Horton Plains- Belihuloya (85 km/ 3 HRS Drive)

e Early morning trekking to Horton plains national park with packed breakfast.

The park lies approximately 40 Km south of Nuwara Eliya. Horton Plains, the surrounding
forests and the adjoining Peak Wilderness constitute Sri Lanka’s most important catchment
area, of almost all major rivers. The Horton plains are of outstanding scenic beauty
containing most of the habitats and endemic plants and animals, representative of the
country’s wet and montane zones. The western slopes support the most extensive area of
montane cloud forest surviving in the country.

The park is also considered a very important birding area in Sri Lanka containing 21
endemic bird species such as Sri Lanka Superfowl], Sri Lanka Junglefowl, Yellow-fronted
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barbet, Orange-billed babbler, Sri Lanka bush warbler and Sri Lanka Whistling thrush, with
four species namely the Sri Lanka Magpie, Dull-blue flycatcher, Sri Lanka White-eye and Sri
Lanka Wood pigeon which occur only in Horton Plains. There are also a variety of migrant

birds such as the Alpine swift, Crested serpent eagle, Mountain-hawk eagle and Black-
winged kite.
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Then proceed to Belihuloya.

e Bird Watching at Belihuloya
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Dinner & Overnight stay at a hotel in Belihuloya.

Day 09: Belihuloya

After Breakfast,

e Visit Pahanthudawa Waterfall

Pahanthudawa Falls, also known as Galagama Ella, is a waterfall in Sri Lanka located
approximately 1.5 km from Belihuloya. It is named for the lamp-shaped pool at its

base. The 4.6-meter (15 ft) waterfall is part of a series created by the Belihul Oya before it
joins the Samanala Wewa Reservoir.
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e Village Visit
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Belihuloya, Sri Lanka, is a picturesque and romantic hamlet situated 160 km from Colombo
in the historical Sabaragamuwa Province. Located in the intermediate zone, it serves as a
climatically transitional area linking the dry and wet zones.

The area features diverse vegetation, including moist semi-evergreen forests, tropical
savanna forests, dry patana grasslands, and montane temperate forests. The soil, primarily
modal red yellow podzol, is loose and moist with a fair amount of organic matter. The
average temperature is around 28.3°C, with annual rainfall between 1,875 and 2,500mm,
making it an exciting destination for both serious and casual nature lovers.

It is a premier birdwatching destination featuring over 110 species, including 7 endemics.
It is known for high concentrations of Black Eagles, Crested Serpent-Eagles, and Sri
Lanka Gray Hornbills.
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Dinner & Overnight stay at the same hotel in Belihuloya.
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Day 10: Belihuloya- Yala (91 Km/ 02 HRS 30 minutes’ drive)
After breakfast, drive to Yala.

¢ Evening Jeep safari at Yala National park

Yala National Park or Ruhuna National Park is the second largest and most visited national
park in Sri Lanka. The parkland makes up most of the reserve but also includes lakes,
beaches, jungle, rivers, and scrubland. This variety in habitats provides an excellent range
in wildlife. Yala Safari makes your experiences the real spirit of Yala national park. There is
also a substantial elephant population along with spotted deer, Sambar, Wild buffalo, Sloth
bear, Jackal, Mongoose, Pangolins and Crocodiles. Yala Safari giving some excellent
photographic opportunities.

This Park, a top-tier Important Bird Area (IBA), hosts over 215 species, including seven
endemics like the Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill and Junglefowl. Ideal for waterbirds, raptors, and
forest birds, it offers spectacular spotting of Painted Storks, Malabar Pied-hornbills, and
Bee-eaters.

o Endemic Species: Look for the Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill, Sri Lanka Junglefowl, Sri
Lanka Wood Pigeon, Crimson-fronted Barbet, Black-capped Bulbul, and Brown-
capped Babbler.

o Waterbirds & Others: Common sightings include the Painted Stork, Lesser
Whistling Duck, Black-headed Ibis, Eurasian Spoonbill, Spot-billed Pelican, and
various Kingfishers.
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o Raptors: Crested Serpent Eagle and White-bellied Sea Eagle are often spotted.



mailto:anura@amcholidays.com

AMC Holidays (PVT) Ltd.

No.370/1, Shramadana Lane, Arrawwala,

holidays Pannipitiya, Sri Lanka. Tel: +94(0) 112279633,
+94(0) 774401486
E-mail - anura@amcholidays.com

Dinner & Overnight stay at a Hotel in Yala.

Day 11: Yala- Bundala- Yala (64 Km/ 02 HRS' drive)

e Jeep Safari at Bundala National Park

Morning safari in Bundala National Park from 6 to 10 AM to see birds such as Terns, Gulls,
Ducks, Snipers, Cormorants, Egrets, Quails, Flamingos in the season, Storks, Ibises, Bitterns,
Herrons, Pelicans, Eagles, Kites, Ausprey, Eagles, Crakes, Rails, Water cocks, Plovers,
Lapwings, Snipers, Godwits, Curlews, Sand pipers, Stints, Pigeons, Cuckoos, Malkohas,
Cuckoos, Swifts, Swallows, Bee Eaters, King fishers, Shrikes, Pipits, Larks, Prinias,
Tailorbirds, Fantail, Starlings, Weavers and Munias (A picnic breakfast will be served

during the safari)
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e Bird watching near Tissa Lake

Afternoon bird watching walk near Tissa Lake and Debarawewa Lake to see birds such
as Terns, Ducks, Cormorants, Egrets, Storks, Ibises, Bitterns, Herrons, Pelicans, Eagles,
Kites, Lapwings, Sand pipers, Pigeons, Cuckoos, Malkohas, Swifts, Swallows, Bee Eaters,
King fishers, Shrikes, Pipits, Larks, Prinias, Tailorbirds, Fantail, Starlings, Munias, Jacana
and Owls.
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Back to hotel in Yala for Dinner & overnight stay.

Day 12: Yala- Deniyaya (150 Km/ 04 HRS’ drive)
After breakfast, drive to Deniyaya.

e Free Day

Dinner & Overnight stay at a hotel in Deniyaya.
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RANFOREST

Sri Llanka
A LEED PLATINUM HOTEL

Day 13: Deniyaya- Sinharaja- Deniyaya (60 Km/ 03 HRS’ drive)
After breakfast, drive to Sinharaja.

e Bird watching at Sinharaja Forest Reserve

Sinharaja Forest Reserve is a forest reserve and a biodiversity hotspot in Sri Lanka. It is of

international significance and has been designated a Biosphere Reserve and World
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Heritage Site by UNESCO. According to International Union for Conservation of Nature

(IUCN), Sinharaja is the country's last viable area of primary tropical rainforest.

Full day bird watching in Sinharaja Rain Forest in search for birds such as Munias, Flower
peckkers, sunbirds, fly catchers, Mynas, Babblers, Monarchs, Wabblers, Prinias, Bul Buls,
Wagtails, Drongos, Orioles, Leafbirds, Woodpeckers, barbets, Pigeons, Nuthatchs, Trogans,
Hornbills, Blue Magpie, Frogmouths, and Coucals.
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Back to the hotel.

Dinner & overnight stay at Hotel in Deniyaya.
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Day 14- Deniyaya- Mirissa (85 KM/ 02 HRS 50 minutes’ drive)

After breakfast, drive to Mirissa.

e Whale Watching

Whale watching in Mirissa has become one of the most popular leisure activities since 2008
in Sri Lanka. Today whale watching in Mirissa is being enjoyed and loved by adults and kids
alike. The Whale watching experience itself is claimed to be informative, recreational and
adventurous as well to an extent. In fact, to watch how these giant mysterious marine
mammals behave in a natural environment of their own is thrilling and one of the rarest
sightings in the world and so it would be an unforgettable experience for everyone.
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Dinner & Overnight stay in Mirissa.

Day 15- Mirissa
After breakfast,

e Enjoy the Beach
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Dinner & Overnight stay at the same hotel in Mirissa.

Day 16- Mirissa
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After breakfast,

e Free Day

Dinner & Overnight stay at the same hotel in Mirissa.

Day 17- Mirissa -Galle-Colombo (170 KM/ 03 HRS 10 minutes’ drive)
After breakfast, Drive to Colombo via Galle.

e Visit Galle Dutch Fort

Galle Fort is a historic fort located on the southwest coast of Galle. Originally built by the
Portuguese in 1588 and later expanded by the Dutch from 1649, it is also called the “Dutch
Fort.” Its walls, ramparts, and buildings showcase a mix of European colonial and South

Asian architectural styles.

Today, Galle Fort is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, home to old churches, cafés, boutique
hotels, and mosques, with a multi-ethnic and multi-religious community living inside. The
fort survived the 2004 tsunami and remains well preserved. Visitors can enjoy walking

along the ramparts, exploring historic streets, and watching beautiful sunsets.
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Then proceed to Colombo.

e Do Colombo City Tour

Colombo is the largest city of Sri Lanka, with a population of 4,575,000 metropolitan area,
and 555,031 in the city limits. It is located on the west coast of the island and adjacent to Sri
JayawardenepuraKotte (which is the official capital of Sri Lanka) suburb or the parliament
capital of Sri Lanka. Colombo is a busy and vibrant place with a mixture of modern life and
colonial buildings and ruins. It was the political capital of Sri Lanka before Sri
JayawardenepuraKotte. Popular tourist sightseeing places will be covered are: Pettah
bazaar, Galle face green, OLD parliament. Town hall, independent square, Beira Lake Ride.
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Dinner & overnight stay at a hotel in Colombo.

Day 18- Colombo- Airport (32 km/40 minutes’ Drive)
After breakfast,

Transfer to the Airport for the departure.
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No.370/1, Shramadana Lane, Arrawwala,

AMC Holidays - Cancellation Policy

Cancellation & Refund Terms

Cancellation more than 30 days before the tour start date

A cancellation made more than 30 days prior to the tour start date will be eligible for an 80%
refund of the total tour fee. The remaining 20% will be retained as a cancellation and
administrative charge.

Cancellation within 30 days of the tour start date

Cancellations made within 30 days of the tour start date are non-refundable, and no refund
will be provided.

No-Show Policy

In the event of a no-show, the booking will be considered fully non-refundable, and no
refund will be issued.

FOR PRICES AND OTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US.
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